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Introduction


[bookmark: _GoBack]The article titled The clash of civilizations written by Samuel P. Huntington tries to analyze the world after the Cold War; moreover, the author predicts and makes a provocative analysis of the state of world politics in late 20th and early 21st centuries. He proposed that the major source of conflict between countries will not be economical or ideological in the post Cold World War; in contrast, the major conflicts will be related to cultural and religious issues. Huntington argues that the nations of the world no longer define themselves according to ideologies, such as; Democracy and Communism but instead according to various cultural components that classify nations in terms of their civilization. Furthermore, the author points out, eight civilizations who are potentially at the risk of clashing. The author`s thesis outlines a future where the great division among humankind and the dominating source of conflict will be cultural.   He states them to be the Western, Slavic- Orthodox, Latin America, and Islamic, African, Hindus, Buddhist, Confucians and Japanese civilizations. Huntington claims that conflict will occur along the cultural fault lines separating these civilizations from one another. He notes that civilizations can include nations or people of varying numbers. Characterization of civilization can be seen through language and religion, but this arise the issue that people have to decide to which one they belong to. Moreover; Huntington defines a civilization as the highest cultural grouping of people and the broadest level of cultural identity people have. It is define by both common objectives elements, such as language, history, religion, customs, and institutions and by the subjective self- identification of people. On the other hand, He argues that the end of ideological confrontation between liberal democracy and communism will see future conflict occurring along the borders between civilizations at a micro level.  At a macro level he predicts conflicts occurring between states from different civilizations for the control of international institutions and for the economic and military power. The author starts providing details regarding the origins and development of human clashes; as a consequence, just simple differences in philosophies among people will result to global clashes of civilizations. In regard, the author perceives the conflict among civilizations as happening in the local and global setting.









The nature of civilizations

After the cold world, Huntington S. believes that the world would not be divided between first, second and third world anymore. He proposes that post-cold world war the countries will be divided in terms of their culture and civilization. Huntington S. describes a civilization as a cultural entity where villages, ethnic groups, nationalities, religious groups have their individual cultures and distinction between each other. He also continues defining civilization as the highest cultural grouping of people and the broadest level of cultural identity in which we can find civilization such as Arabs, Chinese and Westerners. There are different elements which can be related to a civilization such as language, history, religion, customs, institutions, and the subjective self- identification of people. Huntington mentioned too that people can and do redefine their identities, but as consequence of that change the frontier and elements of a person or group of people could change. 
According to Huntington civilization can not only be consider as a large number of people as the case of China but also consider as a small number of people as the case of Japan. Moreover, in the text can be found three characteristic of civilizations, first they are meaningful entities, second they are dynamic and third they can disappear. It also transcendental to mention that according to Arnold Toynbee exist 21 civilizations; nevertheless, there are only 6 kinds of civilizations that can be mentioned in the contemporary world. 

Why civilizations will clash

The identity of each civilization will be every time more important and the contemporary world will be shaped by the interaction of between seven and eight major civilization; that according to Huntington are Western, Confucian, and Japanese, Islamic, Hindu, Slavic-Orthodox, Latin America and possible African civilization.  Huntington gives six reasons to explain why this will happen among civilizations. First, each civilization is different in several aspects, as a consequence people from different civilizations have a different point of view about the world, marriage, religion, family, and so on. The differences between civilizations do not mean that people from different civilizations will be in conflicts; nonetheless, the most violent and longer conflicts have been provoked by the differences between civilizations. Second the world is becoming small, this means that the interaction of different civilizations have become more frequent. Third, the continuous social and economic changes are causing on people the weakness of local and nation-state identity; nonetheless, the empty space has been filled by religion. Fourth, the growth of civilization-consciousness has caused that non- western civilizations return to their roots. Fifth, the political and economic problems can be resolved more easily that the problems related to cultural characteristic that can last a long time. Finally, the economic regionalism is increasing which can reinforce the civilization-consciousness. This is because a common culture and religion can facilitate the expansion of economic in countries that share the same roots.



The fault lines between civilizations

A fault line is the boundary between two civilizations, which may be the location of a war. An example of a fault line war is the conflict between Croatia (Roman Catholic and defined to be part of the West) and Serbian (Orthodox) in the early 1990s.  According to Huntington, civilizations remain the highest cultural grouping of people and the broadest level of the cultural identity of people. The author highlights that the fault lines between civilizations, often occurs due to religious beliefs , moreover, have lo led  to Arab  nationalist movements, as well as, Islamic Fundamentalism. 
Fault lines have also erupted into conflicts between Hindus and Muslims, Chinese and Buddhist Tibetans, Japan and the European and American West, and in the New Cold War between China and the United States. Although not all this clashes will be violence, the conflicts occurring along Islamic fault lines appear as a bad signal.

Civilization rallying: the kin-country syndrome

The kin-country syndrome is a group of countries or states which share the same or similar roots in terms of culture or tradition. This means if a group or state get involve in a war with people from different civilizations, they will try to rally and built support with members of their own civilization or kin-country.  Examples of kin-country syndrome can be the gulf war (Islam versus west), the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. One of the examples is the gulf war that was a conflict in which an Arab state (Iraq) invaded another and thus provoke a coalition between Arab, western, and others states. To Saddam Hussein this was a war of civilization in which it wasn’t the world against Iraq, but the West against Islam. 

Conflicts can occur among groups or states of the same civilization; nevertheless, these kinds of conflicts are less strong and intense compare to the conflicts between civilizations. Ukraine and Russia is an example because despite the reasons of the conflict the two countries were able to negotiate an agreement. 

The west versus the rest

Nowadays, the west is at the peak of its power in relation to other civilizations. It is almost unimaginable that any non-western country goes against to western countries. Huntington declared that Japan is the only one that could face western powers in economic terms. Moreover, the west through IMF and other international economic institutions promote and impose its economic to non-west countries. The west not only dominates the economy but also the U.N. Security Council and its decisions. The West is using several institutions resources to run the world in ways that will maintain them on the top of the world as the major civilization; nonetheless, there are not only economic or military problems but also cultural problems. On the other hand, the idea of a Universal civilization is from the west because the values that the west consider important are not the same values that the non-west civilizations consider relevant. According to Kishore Mahbubani, the non-west civilizations have three options to respond to the west power, first they can isolate themselves as North Korea, second they can join to the west and accept its culture and third they can try to balance the power between west and non-west.

The torn countries

A torn country is one in which the ruling elite have attempt to move the country from one civilization to another, normally against the wishes of the great majority of the population. People differentiate themselves by the civilization that they related with; nonetheless, some countries are divided between two civilizations. The leaders of torn civilizations or countries tend to pursue a bandwagoning strategy to make their country become member of the West. To succeed in the bandwagoning strategy is needed to meet some requirements, first the decision should be made with the support of political and economic elites, second it is needed the support of public and third the receiver civilization should be willing to accept the convert country. Some examples of torn countries are Mexico, Turkey and Russia. 

The Confucian Islamic connection 

One of the principal obstacles to Non- Western countries joining the Western varies distinctly. They are least for Latin American and East European countries. They are greater for the Orthodox countries of the former Soviet Union. They are still greater for Muslim, Confucian, Hindu and Buddhist societies. Japan has established the unique position for itself as an associate member of the West, nevertheless; Japan has just negotiated in some aspect with the West but not with the aspect related to tradition or culture. Therefore, those countries that for the reason of cultural power cannot join the West compete with the West by developing their own economic, military and political power. Huntington points out; the most prominent form of this cooperation is the Confucian- Islamic connection that has emerged to challenge Western interest, values and power.
Implication for the west

This article does not argue that civilizations identities will replace all other identities, or that nation identities will disappear, but Huntington tries to offer the hypothesis that differences between civilizations are not only real, but also important. Civilization consciousness is increasing, and conflicts between civilizations will replace ideological and other forms of conflict as the dominant global form of conflict. Successful political, security and economic international institutions are more likely to develop within civilizations than across civilizations, conflicts between groups of different civilizations will be more frequent and more violent  that conflicts between groups in the same civilization; nonetheless, conflicts between groups of different civilizations are the most likely  and most dangerous source of escalation that could lead a global war; the paramount axis of world politics will be the relation between “ The West and the rest”, the elites in some torn non-  Western countries will try to make their countries part of the West.

According to Huntington, Western civilization is both Western and modern, Non- Western civilizations have attempted to become modern without becoming Western. Nowadays, only Japan has fully succeeded in the quest. Non- Western civilizations will continue to attempt to acquire the wealth, technology, machines and weapons that are part of being modern. They will also attempt to reconcile this modernity with their traditional culture and values.


CONCLUSION

This article definitely enhanced our understanding of current world affairs and mainly the situation in the Middle East today. The arguments of Huntington were some of the most comprehensive and realistic perspectives that we have heard. 

Prior to encountering this book by Huntington, we honestly did not really care so much about world affairs and even the Middle Eastern countries; nonetheless, after reading his arguments and observing the recent events all over the world, it was certainly hard to neglect his predictions that sooner or later, a global clash of civilizations would happen inevitably.

After reading and analyzing Huntington`s arguments and ideas in the article, we were able to connect the dots and realized that what the author was saying could really happen if all civilizations all over the globe would not be able to get united sooner or later.
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